EAST HERTS COUNCIL

COMMUNITY SCRUTINY COMMITTEE — 14 JUNE 2011

EXECUTIVE -5 JULY 2011

REPORT BY EXECUTIVE MEMBER FOR
HEALTH, HOUSING AND COMMUNITY SUPPORT

ASSESSMENT OF EAST HERTS SPORTS FACILITIES

WARD(S) AFFECTED: ALL

Purpose/Summary of Report:

This report presents the draft Assessment of East Herts
Sports Facilities and a range of recommendations and
long term aspirations. It is the intention that
recommendations be delivered by sports providers in the
commercial, voluntary and/or public sector and are not
the sole responsibility of any one sector or agency.

The report seeks agreement to use the Assessment as
guidance for local planning decisions up to 2021 and as a
technical document to support the evidence base of the
East Herts Local Development Framework (LDF).

RECOMMENDATION FOR COMMUNITY SCRUTINY:

(A)

That the draft Assessment be noted and agreement
given to use as planning guidance

(B)

That officers are asked to pursue external funding
opportunities, as appropriate

RECOMMENDATION FOR EXECUTIVE:

(A)

That the views of Community Scrutiny Committee be
considered; and




(B)

That the recommendations/aspirations for
indoor sports facilities be acknowledged and the
Assessment be noted and published.
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Background

East Herts is well served by a range of high quality, indoor
and outdoor sports facilities. This report is about how the
Council might make best use of its existing facilities and take
advantage of external funding opportunities to add to this
provision and help ensure it is better fit for purpose. It is not
proposed that the Council adopt the recommendations (listed
in Essential Reference Paper ‘B’) in the Assessment as
policy, but rather that they be acknowledged as aspirations.

In 2008, Sport England invited Local Authorities in the South
East area to attend workshops to discuss and join its
Facilities Improvement Scheme (FIS). The Assessment is
one of the outcomes of this work and the subject of this
report.

The purpose of the Assessment is to undertake a review of
the current state of indoor and outdoor sports facilities in the
district and to propose local planning standards as
appropriate. In addition, it will inform future work on open
spaces for sport and recreation, in line with the anticipated
forthcoming Planning Policy Statement from Central
Government on Creating Natural and Healthy Environments.

Led by the Planning Policy Team, a Steering Group was
established with representatives from the Leisure, Contract
Services, Community Projects and Property Teams and the
East Herts Community Sports Network (CSN).

The scope of facilities included in the FIS and considered by
the Steering Group, included: sports halls, swimming pools,
health and fithess centres, indoor tennis courts, indoor bowls
rinks, athletic tracks, Artificial Grass Pitches (AGPs) and any
specialist facilities. All sports facility providers have been
included - commercial sector, voluntary and community
sector, statutory and not for profit.
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To develop the East Herts Assessment of Sports Facilities, it
was necessary to commission three reports:

o An audit of all indoor sports facilities within the district

o Preparation of Facilities Planning Models (FPM), a
Sport England strategic modelling tool, for swimming
pools, sports halls and AGPs

o An audit of all outdoor sport facilities in the form of an
East Herts Playing Pitch Strategy (PPS) which looked
at all outdoor sports facilities, multi use games areas
and playing pitches

Further desk-based research was conducted, including
consideration of population figures and housing growth,
analysis of physical activity rates among East Herts residents
and a survey of village halls and community centres.

The PPS, which forms part of the Assessment, was agreed
by the LDF Executive Panel on 22 September 2010.

It was agreed at that time that the PPS would be used i) as a
technical study, forming part of the evidence base, to inform
and support the LDF and ii) as a basis for informing future
planning decisions concerning development which affect
playing pitches and outdoor sports facilities; and (iii) as a
basis for informing the Assessment and any Action Plans
contained therein. It is intended that the Assessment will be
used in the same manner.

A draft Assessment was completed and given to the
Community Projects Team to finalise and coordinate
consultation with stakeholders.

A consultation event, supported by the CSN, was held on the
27 January 2011 at Wodson Park Sports Centre where more
than 20 representatives of local sports clubs attended.
Representatives of National Governing Bodies of indoor
sports and Village Hall/Community Centre Management
Committees were also invited. A list of those consulted,
along with notes from the event, is included in Appendix 1 of
the full Assessment document, available on line at
www.eastherts.gov.uk/SportsFacilitiesAssessment




1.11 The Assessment document provides:

e a comprehensive audit of the supply of, and demand
for the various sports facility types in East Herts

e an analysis of the quantity and quality of existing indoor
sports facilities in the district;

e proposals on local standards of indoor sports provision
for planning purposes;

e consideration of the adequacy of existing provision
against these standards;

e recommendations on appropriate responses for each
facility type; and

e an approach towards delivery and resources

1.12 It is intended that Planning Officers will use the FPMs on an

on-going basis to anticipate future need of individual sports
facility types and the costs involved.

1.13 As a result of the robust approach to analysis and
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consultation, Sport England is very pleased with the overall
strategy and, if adopted, will be using the East Herts
document as an exemplar.

Strateqy Report

Comprised of 10 chapters, the Assessment contains the
national and local context for sports and sets out the
methodology of undertaking the desk-based research
(Chapters 1 to 4).

Chapter 5 details the current level of built sports facilities
provision and future needs using the planning tools
described in Chapter 4.

Chapter 6 looks at sports provision in village halls,
community centres and schools. The report identifies the
need to maximise use of existing provision, particularly on
school sites.

Chapter 7 includes the previously agreed Playing Pitch and
Outdoor Sports Strategy.
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Chapter 8 identifies the key issues, options,
recommendations and long term aspirations for indoor
sports facilities (Essential Reference Paper ‘B’). Members
are asked to closely scrutinise these proposals as they are
likely to have significant implications for planning.

The recommendations (listed in Chapter 8) have been drawn
up based on the Council’s priorities and the themes in the
East Herts Sustainable Communities Strategy (2010-2024),
specifically Health, Wellbeing and Play and East Herts
Character (built and natural environment) as well as the
profile of the District, facility provision analysis and
consultation.

Chapter 9 covers delivery through partnerships, including the
CSN and local sports clubs, resources, planning gain and
identifies local standards for indoor and outdoor sports
provision. Chapter 10 concludes with a statement on
monitoring and review.

Implications/Consultations

The recommendations/aspirations are intended to help
ensure that East Herts sports facilities are better fit for
purpose to meet the needs of a growing population and
changing demographics. It is anticipated that some
facilities, particularly schools, may need encouragement to
maximise community access to their facilities.

Information on any corporate issues and consultation
associated with this report can be found within Essential
Reference Paper ‘A’.

Background Papers

“‘Summary:. Assessment of East Herts Sports Facilities” May 2011

“Full Report — Assessment of East Herts Sports Facilities” May

2011

“‘East Herts Playing Pitch Strategy and Outdoor Sports Audit
Strategy Report” (July 2010), Knight Kavanagh and Page



All are available online at www.eastherts.gov.uk/SportsFacilities
Assessment

Hard copies can be made available for Members on request from
the Planning Policy or Community Projects Team.

Contact Member: Councillor L Haysey, Executive Member for
Health, Housing and Community Support

Contact Officer: Will O’Neill, Head of Community and
Customer Services, Extn: 1594.

Report Authors: Claire Pullen, Community Planning and
Partnerships Manager, Community Projects
Team, Extn: 1459.

Jenny Pierce, Senior Planning Officer,
Planning Policy Team, Extn: 1624.



ESSENTIAL REFERENCE PAPER ‘A’

Contribution to
the Council’'s
Corporate
Priorities/
Objectives
(delete as
appropriate):

Promoting prosperity and well being; providing
access and opportunity

Enhancing quality of life, health and well being of
individuals, families and communities, particularly those
that are vulnerable

Pride in East Herts
Improving standards of built neighbourhood and
environmental management in our towns and villages

Leading the way, working together
Deliver responsible community leadership that engages
with our partners and the public.

Consultation:

27 January 2011 with East Herts Community Sports
Network

Legal: None, as a result of this report, at this stage

Financial: None, as a result of this report, at this stage

Human None, as a result of this report, at this stage

Resource:

Risk Failure to follow the recommendations in the Assessment
Management: may result in sports facilities that are inadequate for the

21% century and not fit for purpose, leading to a decline in
participation in sports and recreation and resultant
longer-term risks to the health and wellbeing of the
district’s residents and visitors.




ESSENTIAL REFERENCE PAPER ‘B’

Assessment of East Herts Sports Facilities
Recommendations/Aspirations

SUMMARY AND CONTEXT

This Assessment shows that East Herts is well served by a range
of high quality, indoor and outdoor sports facilities. In general,
residents are currently satisfied with the sports and active
recreation facilities on offer.

East Herts Council recognises the physical, mental and social
benefits of sport and physical recreation and aims to encourage
and enable “sport for all” through stimulation of interest, creating
awareness and facilitating access to an active, healthy lifestyle
through the provision of sports facilities. The Council will work in
partnership with schools, local sports facilities providers and the
voluntary sports club network to provide and improve opportunities
for everyone to participate in the sport and active recreation of
their choice and attain their desired level of performance.

The following recommendations and long term aspirations take
into account the following factors:

e The population in East Herts is predicted to increase from
128,919 to 145,000 (by 2016) or 153,000 by 2021 (an
increase of 11% and 15% respectively). The “active”
population is expected to increase by 6% by 2021.

e Itis anticipated that there will be a 24% rise in people over 65
years old by 2021 and expectations are changing: significantly
people increasingly want to have more control over there own
lives and how their needs are met. Older people are getting
“younger” physically and mentally and therefore they will still
be active, possibly more active than younger people as they
have more time and disposable income to spend on leisure
and sport.

e Residents of East Herts are generally affluent with a good
level of health and quality of life, though there are pockets of
deprivation.



e There are 5 main towns and a large dispersed rural area and
differential accessibility to facilities.

e Access to school sports facilities by the community is limited.

e Access to sports facilities in neighbouring local authority areas
is good; and there is some import and export of demand
across boundaries to each others’ sports facilities.

e Many of these factors combine to demonstrate that activity
levels in sport in the district are higher than the national
average. However, there is still less than 25% of the local
population undertaking 30 minutes of exercise, three times a
week, so participation could be improved — as per the new
East Herts Public Health Action Plan.

e Interms of East Herts residents participation in sport, the
condition of individual sports facilities has a higher than
average impact on whether they are encouraged to take part.
For those active in sport, improving performance is an
important motivating factor.

ASSESSMENT AND RECOMMENDATIONS/ASPIRATIONS FOR
INDIVIDUAL SPORTS FACILITY TYPES

The recommendations identified in the next pages could be
delivered by sports providers in the commercial, voluntary and/or
public sector and are not the sole responsibility of any one sector
or agency. The medium/long term recommendations are
aspirations for the future and would be pursued only if external
funding opportunities become available or if the Council’s financial
situation changes.

SPORTS HALLS (Chapter 5):

Key Issues from the Assessment - There are 11 main sports halls
with 3+ courts, and a number of smaller halls, although some are
on school and education sites and may not offer full community
access at all times. According to Sport England’s Sports Facility
Calculator, anticipated demand from within the district is for about




nine 4-court halls.

The level of satisfied demand for sports halls in East Herts is high,
but there is a small amount of unmet demand in the Hertford area,
which might justify one additional hall, though this would be likely
to drag demand in from outside the district. In addition, four of the
existing main sports halls are operating at capacity, and additional
space could therefore be considered, either on these sites by
increasing capacity, or refurbishment, or by improving community
access to other halls on nearby school sites.

Current provision of sports halls relies on all existing halls being
available in some degree to community use. Better use of school
halls is required to maintain this level of provision at present, and
avoid existing halls being overused. It is estimated that there is
unmet demand for the provision of one additional 4-court hall in
Hertford.

Future provision - on the basis of the desirable level of current
provision, it is estimated that up to 2.5 additional halls would be
needed in the period up to 2021.

Recommendations/Aspirations

1. In the short term, there is demand for the development of a 4-
court sports hall to meet the needs of Hertford, possibly on the
basis of dual use with schools.

2. Retain and maintain the quality of the existing ‘public’ sports
halls at Wodson Park Sports Centre in Ware, including
ongoing maintenance and improvement to ensure continued
community use and long term sustainability.

3. Maintain and improve community access to school sports halls
throughout the district, using models of good practice for
community use agreements.

4. Coordinated management and promotion of all halls
throughout the district, possibly by the CSN, to ensure
optimum availability for all different users, and support the
appointment/identification of an organiser.

5. Establish a framework for the usage of all sports halls to
ensure community use by the wider community, sports clubs,
and other users, including defining particular halls for
specialist use by clubs in a particular activity.



6. Ensure that all sports halls meet the needs of the widest range
of users, including young people, women and the disabled by
improved management and publicity.

7. Ensure that all sports halls are maintained and fit for purpose
over the whole term of the strategy to 2021.

8. Work in partnership with Local Education Authority and local
schools to ensure that any new sports hall — provided as part
of a future schools investment programme — are planned and
designed to meet community as well as school needs.

9. Plan for the specialist needs of individual sports when
designing new or refurbished sports halls in consultation with
sports national governing bodies in order to meet any sport
specific or competition needs that are currently not being met.

10. Adopt Sport England design and technical guidance advice for
quality standards for new sports halls.

11. In the medium/longer term, it is estimated that one additional
larger (6 to 8 court) sports hall with full community access may
be needed in the Bishops Stortford or a 4-court hall in the
Buntingford area, depending on housing growth. This
aspiration is dependent on external funding becoming
available or a change in the Council’s financial situation.

SWIMMING POOLS (Chapter 5)

Key Issues from the Assessment - There are 17 pools available in
some measure to the wider community in East Herts, though only
nine with four lanes or more. Of these, there are six main pay and
play pools with 1750m? of water in the main pool, and a further
three on school sites and mainly available for clubs and bookings
with 750m? of water. If an allowance is made for pools not in
secured community use, there is the equivalent of 2125m? or about
10 4-lane pools available for use in the district. Anticipated
demand from within the district from Sport England’s Sports
Facilities Calculator is for about six 4-lane pools.

The level of satisfied demand for swimming in East Herts is very

high, and additional pools are not required for this reason. There
Is spare capacity overall and at all individual pools. No additional
pools are required at the present time.

Future provision - on the basis of current provision and spare
capacity at existing pools, it is unlikely that additional water space
is required to meet increased population growth, even taking into



account increased participation rates. However, there will be
issues of quality and possibly accessibility by then, and some
consideration will need to be given to these in the future.

Recommendations/Aspirations

1.

Retain and maintain the availability and quality of the main
‘public’ pools at Hartham, Grange Paddocks, and joint
provision pools - Fanshawe, Ward Freman and Leventhorpe.
Seek to secure appropriate community usage of schools and
other pools in the district.

Ensure that all different demands for swimming — casual,
teaching, training, life saving, competition are catered for
throughout the district in a coordinated manner and establish a
hierarchy of pools to deliver this.

Endeavour to coordinate the management and promotion of
all pools throughout the district to ensure optimum availability
for all different users. Taking measures to spread the peak
demand for swimming so that existing supply can ‘fit’ the
variety of different demands on time.

Endeavour to ensure that all swimming pools meet the needs
of the widest range of users, including young people, women
and the disabled by improved management and publicity.
Further investigate/consult on whether there is a need for a
district Aquatics Strategy and organiser to promote the
maximum and profitable usage of all pool space.

Work in partnership with the owners of the joint provision
pools to maintain and, where appropriate, further develop the
joint use pools at Fanshawe, Ward Freman and Leventhorpe,
in the face of the continuing and possibly increasing demand
for water space arising from development initiatives and
population increases.

HEALTH AND FITNESS CENTRES (Chapter 5)

Key Issues from the Assessment - There are 895 health and

fitness stations throughout East Herts, of which about 800 are
available to the wider community either through Pay-as-You-Play
access, sports club use or by registered membership.

In accordance with the guidelines of the Fitness Industry
Association, an estimated demand from the current population of
the district would require about 670 stations in the district. Despite



the calculations above, demand and supply are therefore
considered to be in broad balance, and additional centres are not
considered necessary at the present time.

Future provision - on the basis of the desirable level of current
provision, up to 130 additional stations might be required for
community usage up to 2021.

Recommendations/Aspirations

1. Maintain the current level and mix of facilities in the district.

2. Maintain and improve where necessary the quality of facilities
in the district.

3. Seek to ensure that all health and fithess centres meet the
needs of the widest range of users, including young people,
women and the disabled by improved management and
publicity.

4. Inthe longerterm, it is estimated that there may be a demand
for two to three 50-station centres, in accessible locations
throughout the district, preferably in conjunction with other
sports and community facilities including sports halls
(especially on schools sites), pools, artificial grass pitches and
village/community halls, to ensure that all facilities are
sustainable in financial terms. This aspiration is dependent on
external funding becoming available or a change in the
Council’s financial situation.

INDOOR BOWLS (Chapter 5)

Key Issues from the Assessment - There is no indoor bowls
provision in East Herts. Despite the relatively good accessibility to
facilities in neighbouring local authority areas, it would be
appropriate to plan for the provision of new indoor bowls facilities
in the district to bring local provision up to the county or national
average, or in accordance with Sports England’s Sports Facilities
Calculator (based on the average participation rate at a national
level.) It is not feasible, unless a local demand can be identified,
to improve to the regional average which is very high. On this
basis, the local population could justify 5 to 8 rinks, and this could
be in two locations in the east and south of the district. Bowls is an
activity especially popular in the 50 plus population.

Future provision - on the basis of the desirable level of current



provision, up to three additional rinks might be required up to 2021.

Recommendations/Aspirations

1. In the short term, in conjunction with the existing outdoor
provider and with the national governing body, further
research the need for the development of a multi-use 4-to-6
rink facility in the Bishops Stortford area to meet existing
demand which is currently met via a facility outside the district.

2. Work with the English Indoor Bowling Association and Bowls
Development Alliance (operating in Hertfordshire) to promote
the sport throughout the district as an activity which is
particularly suitable for older people, given the future
demographics of the area, while at the same time encouraging
more participation by younger people.

3. Inthe longerterm, it is estimated there will be demand for an
additional multi-use 2-to-4 rink facility either in conjunction with
the short term provision above or as a separate facility in the
Hertford/Ware area, liaising closely with national governing
body. This aspiration is dependent on external funding
becoming available or a change in the Council’s financial
situation.

INDOOR TENNIS (Chapter 5)

Key Issues from the Assessment - Indoor tennis provision in East
Herts is at about the regional and national average, though below
the very high levels in Hertfordshire as a whole. (The county
average provision is inflated by very high levels of court provision
in Welwyn Hatfield, Hertsmere and St Albans.)

Unless there is any clear local demand for additional indoor tennis,
it is unlikely that further provision can be justified at the current
time.

Future provision - on the basis of the existing provision, up to one
additional court might be required up to 2021, but this would
depend on a local case being made.

Recommendations/Aspirations

1. Additional indoor tennis facilities are unlikely to be required
unless there is an identified need for them.



2. Maintain existing facilities over the duration of the strategy to
ensure they continue to be fit for purpose.

COUNTY SPECIALIST FACILITY REQUIREMENTS (Chapter 5)

Key Issues from the Assessment - The Active Hertfordshire Sports
Facilities Strategy (2007-2016) highlighted a demand for a number
of specialist facilities, which might be provided in East Herts.
These include athletics, badminton, cricket, cycling, football,
gymnastics, hockey, martial arts, netball, rugby union and
volleyball. The information supplied in the county strategy is now
several years old, and further consultation with county governing
bodies of sport should be undertaken, so that the local implications
of sport development plans and facility strategies currently being
prepared can be assimilated in this document.

Recommendations/Aspirations

1. Wodson Park Sports Centre in Ware would be an appropriate
venue for development as a centre of strategic sporting
excellence due to its existing diverse provision and strong
user base, as a venue for the development of any identified
specialist facilities and for support facilities associated with
these uses.

2. Incorporate specialist facilities for table tennis, badminton,
basketball, volleyball or other sports within a hierarchy of
sports halls (See Chapter 5) in a coordinated manner,
particularly on school sites where management would be
facilitated.

3. Itis acknowledged that a range of specialist clubs (e.g.
Bishops Stortford Judo) could work together to find and
develop a suitable training venue.

4. Ensure that national governing bodies of sport be consulted
for input on specialist needs when new facility proposals come
forward.

VILLAGE HALLS/COMMUNITY CENTRES (Chapter 6)

Key Issues from the Assessment - There are 61 village halls and
community centres in the district, which offer the opportunity for
sport and recreation outside the main towns and where access to
sports facilities is poorer. There is widespread usage for a range
of activities and most halls are open in the evening allowing full




community access. The majority of halls and community centres
are in regular use, although most have some spare capacity.

There is no specific evidence for the total demand for village halls
and community centres and further research is required. However,
three quarters of halls have identified no demand that cannot be
met. Most village halls are considered to be in good or excellent
condition. Almost all halls have been improved in recent years
and half of all halls plan further refurbishment in the future. Future
plans are not, for the most part, intended specifically for sport, but
opportunities for sport will benefit from general improvements.

Future provision - if the current standard of provision is projected
into the future, there would be a requirement of between four to
seven additional halls to meet the needs of the increased
population. However, this needs to be related to the actual
location of additional housing and its relationship to the current
network of halls, and additional research is required to ascertain
the appropriate gaps and future locations.

Recommendations/Aspirations

1. Seek to facilitate the maintenance and refurbishment of
existing village and community halls as a suitable base for
sports activities in the rural parts of the district through
available capital grants.

2. Ensure that any major improvements to village halls in the
future accommodate space suitable for indoor sport - as
feasible

3. Inthe longer term, it is anticipated there may be a need for the
provision of four to seven additional village halls in locations
which best meet the needs of the rural population, and in
conjunction with new housing development. This aspiration is
dependent on external funding becoming available or a
change in the Council’s financial situation.

PLAYING PITCHES AND OTHER OUTDOOR SPORTS (Chapter
7)

No summary is attached here as this relates to the East Herts
Playing Pitch and Outdoor Sports Strategy which has already been
agreed by the Council. The Playing Pitch strategy includes such
facilities as outdoor tennis, netball, bowls, multi use games areas



(MUGASs) as well as Atrtificial Grass Pitches and Athletics Tracks
and the proposed agreed policies are shown below.

ARTIFICIAL GRASS PITCHES (AGPs)

Key Issues from the Assessment - There are eight full-size AGPs
(synthetic/artificial all weather pitches) in East Herts, seven in
some form of community use, although most of these are on
school and education sites and may not offer full community
access at all times. Anticipated demand from within the district
from the Sports Facilities Calculator is for about four pitches in
total.

Additional AGPs in East Herts cannot be justified at present, but
some spare capacity would be released by additional pitch
construction in neighbouring towns and districts.

Future provision - on the basis of the existing provision, one
additional pitch in community use might be required up to 2021.

Recommendations/Aspirations

1. Maintain and enhance the existing use of AGPs throughout
the district to meet the current needs for hockey, football and
other activities and ensure the maximum use of school
facilities by the wider community.

2. Require that all new pitches are maintained with a sinking fund
in place, to ensure that the surface is replaced at least every
10 years, and all pitches remain fit for purpose.

3. Investigate the need for the provision in the longer term of one
additional new pitch, built to 3G specification to meet Football
Association requirements, in the area of highest housing
growth.

4. Inthe short term, it is estimated that there may be a need for
the provision of a facility suitable for the development of small
sided football in the short term.

5. Ensure that any new pitch is associated with any necessary
changing and clubhouse facilities to facilitate club
development.

6. Embrace any new technology which ensures that pitches can
be used by a wider range of sports e.g. 4™ Generation pitches,
when existing pitches reach the end of their life or are
considered for refurbishment.



These conclusions are compatible with the results of the Playing
Pitch and Outdoor Sports Strategy which concluded that “it is not
thought that current or future demand for hockey will attribute to
the need for more AGP provision in East Herts. Accessibility and
management issues at existing sites are more of priority to tackle.”

ATHLETICS TRACKS

Key Issues from the Assessment - There is one athletics track in
the district with eight lanes. Athletics provision in the district is
better than the average, and most residents of the district can gain
access to a track within a reasonable drive. The track is
understood to be in good condition and was recently refurbished.
There is little justification in further provision for athletics at
present, although as athletics is primarily a club-based sport, any
local sports development factors would need to be considered.

Future provision - on the basis of the existing provision, up to 2
additional lanes might be required up to 2026. These levels of
additional provision cannot be met alone, but depending on sports
development factors, consideration might be given to a smaller
training track or J-track in the north of the district, around
Buntingford, possibly in conjunction with a developing school site.

Recommendations/Aspirations

1. Maintain and enhance the existing 8-lane track at Wodson
Park Sports Centre in Ware as the centre for athletics in the
district.

2. If demand increases in the future, there may be a need for the
provision of a smaller training track or J-track in the north of
the district as a satellite facility for athletics in the rural area,
preferably on a school site.

These conclusions are compatible with the results of the Playing
Pitch and Outdoor Sports Strategy.

DELIVERY (Chapter 9)

As listed above, the Assessment has identified a range of
recommendations/aspirations that would meet anticipated and



future demand for sports facilities. Action on these
recommendations will depend on the following factors:

Funding and procurement — the availability of finance from a
variety of sources, borrowing, grant aid, partnerships, private
sector funding, procurement competitions, joint ventures and
other arrangements

New planning legislation, such as the Community
Infrastructure Levy (CIL)

The development of planning policies and inclusion of these in
the Core Strategy and ongoing Local Development
Framework

Planning contributions from developers towards essential
community infrastructure including sports facilities.

The strategy should be guided by a steering group specifically set
up for the purpose, and this should base its considerations on the
action plan (to be prepared).

REVIEW AND MONITORING (Chapter 10)

The Assessment is relevant in the current situation and represents
a snapshot from 2010. It is essential that the document is
constantly monitored and reviewed on an annual basis, and a
comprehensive review undertaken in 2016.



